
Development in the hemisphere only
occurs when the quality of life for
people improves in tangible ways.  As

we endeavor to improve economies and
strengthen democracy in the hemisphere, leaders
have recognized at each Summit of the Americas
that investment in basic needs of people is key to
successful development, whether through more
accountable education systems, better health
care, or policies that ensure all people have
opportunities to improve their lives.  Through
the Summit process, leaders have sought to
promote the well-being of every individual and
improve opportunities for growth and
achievement.

At the 2004 Special Summit in Monterrey,
Mexico, leaders reiterated their commitment to
investing in people. They also took the opportunity to strengthen and focus their efforts with regard to education and
health by agreeing to take concrete steps by the Fourth Summit of the  Americas in 2005.

Leaders committed to produce and publicly disseminate report cards on their education systems in order to promote
greater accountability and to encourage greater engagement by communities in the education of their children.
Leaders also pledged to facilitate affordable treatment for HIV/AIDS, with the goal of providing antiretroviral therapy
to at least 600,000 people needing treatment by the end of 2005.  Working with international organizations and our
Summit partners, the United States is seeking to meet these commitments, which will be important and tangible steps
toward fulfilling our broader goals of improving educational opportunities and quality of life in the region. 

• USAID has funded dozens of country-specific and regional education report cards.  These report cards are

released annually and are accessible to the public.  This makes education systems more accountable to the public,

enabling them to respond to the public’s needs and to improve.

• The President’s Emergency Plan For AIDS Relief includes funding for providing anti-retroviral therapy for 15

countries around the world, two of which, Haiti and Guyana, are in the Western Hemisphere.
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For more information, see http://usinfo.state.gov/regional/ar/summit (English) and http://usinfo.state.gov/espanol/cumbre/(Spanish/Espanol).
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Microbiologist Etna Eyma performs a test in the lab at the Haitian Group for the Study of
Kaposi's Sarcoma and Opportunistic Infections (GHESKIO) clinic, a world-famous AIDS
research center in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. (Daniel Morel, Reuters/Corbis)


